
 

  
 

Page 1 of 3 

 

 
 
 
Media release by Cargo sous terrain AG 
 
Basel, 20 April 2021  
 

 
Cargo sous terrain gathers momentum 
 
The innovative logistics system Cargo sous terrain (CST) is about to reach yet another 
crucial milestone: The Swiss Parliament has been debating the legal basis for this gen-
eration-spanning project since early 2021, and the parliamentary commission fully sup-
ports CST. In the meantime, five new large investors have joined the company, broad-
ening CST's financial base and taking seats on the Board of Directors. 
 
 

 
 
One of CST's sub-projects serves to secure ten hubs along the first section of line, from Härkingen-Niederbipp 
to Zurich, which will become operational in 2031. 
 
 
The Federal Law on Underground Goods Transport (UGüTG) will provide Cargo sous 
terrain with the legal framework required to implement the project under stable and 
reliable conditions. The Commission for Transport and Telecommunications of the 
Council of States supported the law in their deliberations without any dissenting votes. 
CST took part in a hearing of the Commission and expects a decision by the Council of 
States during the summer session. At the same time, CST is constantly working to 
broaden its financial base, while increasing the majority of Swiss shareholders. Thanks 
to new investors, the available capital increased by CHF 7.8 million in the past year. 
Moreover, CHF 100 million has already been secured for the planning stage leading up 
to the building permit. 
 
In parallel with the legislative process, CST is moving forward with its own project and 
product development. The strategically important Smart City / Intercity Logistics sub-
project has brought two products to market-readiness, and will launch them in 2021. In 
the field of digitisation and IT, work has commenced on CST’s IT platform. This will form 
the basis for introducing city-logistics products onto the market. Another key element 
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is the search for sites for future CST hubs along the first section of line. In addition, CST 
is working closely with federal and cantonal authorities to coordinate and prepare for 
the sectoral and structural plans, so that these processes can start immediately once 
the CST law comes into force. In addition, CST is strengthening and systematising the 
sustainability aspects, which are already inherent in the system. Alongside the fact that 
CST is ensuring emission-free and therefore climate-neutral freight transport, a working 
group is preparing for construction while adhering to recognised sustainability stand-
ards. With these tangible steps towards operability, CST is already fleshing out its plans 
to become a key part of day-to-day Swiss logistics in the form of a sustainable, inte-
grated logistics system. 
 
Strong commitment from new investors 
 
At its 2021 Annual General Meeting, CST welcomed five new investors from home and 
abroad as part of a shareholder-approved increase in capital: The Swiss companies join-
ing CST are Migros-Pensionskasse, Genossenschaft Migros Aare, Siemens Schweiz AG, 
and ERNE AG Bauunternehmung, while the Belgian steel wire manufacturer Bekaert 
brings along its valuable tunneling expertise. With these companies, CST AG is expand-
ing its shareholder base not only financially but also structurally, with the arrival of the 
first pension fund and with valuable expertise in customer-focussed design and in build-
ing the total logistics system. This is in line with Cargo sous terrain's idea of a privately 
financed, collaborative implementation – a visionary project that is market-oriented and 
will be gradually developed in collaboration with this market. (More information on the 
new principal shareholders can be found at the end of this press release). 
 
 
Information for the media 
 
Press release by the Commission for Transport and Telecommunications of the Council 
of States: 
https://www.parlament.ch/press-releases/Pages/mm-kvf-s-2020-01-12.aspx  
 
Peter Sutterlüti, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Tel. +41 79 300 06 79, peter.sutterlueti@cst.ch 
 
Daniel Wiener, Member of the Board of Directors & Head of Investor Relations CST  
Tel. +41 79 335 54 64, daniel.wiener@cst.ch 
 
Patrik Aellig, Head of Communications CST  
Tel. +41 78 764 13 88, patrik.aellig@cst.ch  
 
 
www.cst.ch/   
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The new main shareholders at Cargo sous terrain  
 
Migros-Pensionskasse (MPK, Migros Pension Fund) 
The Migros Pension Fund is the centre of expertise for occupational pensions within the Mi-
gros Group. It is the first pension fund to invest in the sustainable and viable CST project. 
"Cargo sous terrain enables us to support a promising and sustainable logistics system. The 
investment is therefore a good fit for our sustainability strategy," declares Christian Stark, 
who is taking a seat on the CST Board of Directors. 
 
Genossenschaft Migros Aare (Migros Aare) 
Migros Aare operates in the cantons of Aargau, Bern and Solothurn. In terms of domestic 
sales, it has the highest turnover of the ten Migros cooperatives. It is firmly rooted in its 
economic area, which includes the cantons of Bern, Aargau and Solothurn. These three can-
tons are also the first three through which Cargo sous terrain will be transporting goods. 
Jürg Frefel, Head Direction of Operations at Migros Aare and new member of the CST Board 
of Directors: "Cargo sous terrain is a forward-looking project that offers exciting options. 
Since it will be providing the first underground connection between the three cantons that 
make up our economic catchment area, it also presents interesting development opportuni-
ties for Migros Aare." 
 
ERNE AG Bauunternehmung 
The construction company ERNE AG, which has been run by the same family for four gener-
ations, is established in the core area between Basel, Solothurn and Zurich, where the first 
section of line within the overall CST network will be developed. The company will provide 
a wealth of experience in building construction and civil engineering. Wolfgang Schwarzen-
bacher, CEO of the ERNE Group, is joining the Board of Directors and comments: "We are 
absolutely delighted that, with this investment, we will be able to play an active part in the 
CST total logistics system. This visionary flagship project offers huge potential for the future 
and we are convinced that we can add valuable expertise to the undertaking."  
 
Siemens Switzerland AG 
The global Siemens corporation is currently Switzerland's largest industrial employer. "For 
over 125 years, Siemens has been taking responsibility for our society. With a pioneering 
spirit, we are jointly implementing digitisation solutions with our customers in the fields of 
infrastructure, mobility and energy, in order to make a significant contribution towards a 
worthwhile future. With Cargo sous terrain, we are taking the next step towards sustainable 
goods transportation in Switzerland and are proud to be part of this revolutionary project," 
states Alex Beck, Head of Business Excellence at Siemens Switzerland and new member of 
the CST Board of Directors, on behalf of Siemens Switzerland. 
 
Bekaert  
Bekaert is a world market and technology leader in steel wire transformation and coating 
technologies with headquarters in Belgium. The company offers a wide range of advanced 
steel wire products to many sectors, where Bekaert products are used in underground struc-
tures and mining as well as residential, commercial and industrial buildings. "Innovation in 
construction technology is part of Bekaert’s DNA, so joining CST is closely aligned with our 
values and culture", says new CST board member Dieter Hansel. "CST will set the new global 
benchmark for sustainable cargo logistics. Bekaert is keen to help bring this project to life 
with our expertise in building durable tunnels that require less maintenance." 

 
 


